Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

January 13, 2005
1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 a.m. on January 13, 2005, at Brady’s Landing.  In attendance were Ralph Edwards, Ed Fiesinger, George Freda, Josh Garcia, Lee Garrett, Joyce Kristiansson, Richard McGucken, Kim McLean, and Valori Ranson.
2. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

No minutes were available from the previous meeting.
3. REMARKS FROM PAST PRESIDENT

Outgoing President Kim McLean provided copies of the Specific Purposes of the Chapter for the board members review.  He suggested the following activities in the new year:

· Update election procedures in the bylaws

· Update the web page

· Improve the online registration process

· Increase membership

He also asked that the 2005 board members remember that:
· TAEP is an environmental professional organization, not an environmental advocacy group.

· All board members are volunteers.

Finally, he expressed his thanks to the past board members and wished good luck to the new members.
4. INTRODUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS

New members Ralph Edwards, Ed Fiesinger, and Richard McGucken were welcomed to the board.

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following 2005 officers were elected:

President

Lee Garrett

Vice President

Kim McLean

Secretary

Josh Garcia

Treasurer

Ed Fiesinger

Lee Garrett presided after his election.  Prior to completing the elections, his first remark was to thank Kim McLean for his three years of service as president of the board, citing TAEP’s tremendous growth and increased interest during that time.

6. SELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Programs

Richard McGucken

Communications
Valori Ranson

Scholarships

Joyce Kristiansson

Membership

Ralph Edwards

NAEP Representative
George Freda

7. OLD BUSINESS

No old business was presented.
8. TREASURER’S REPORT

A formal financial report was not presented.  The year-end account balance was recorded as $13,578.37.
Signature change authorizations need to be made to reflect the current officers.  Valori Ranson will provide a letter for the bank.
9. NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

George Freda will attend the quarterly NAEP board meeting in Fort Worth on January 21 and 22.  He presented copies of the draft NAEP Chapter Affiliation Agreement (9-21-04 Version) for each board member’s review and comment prior to January 20.  The NAEP board plans to adopt the final Affiliation Agreement for each chapter in April.
10. PROGRAMS REPORT

The following programs are proposed:
February
Dina Capiello, Houston Chronicle environmental reporter, on her recent article “Air, Cancer Risk Linked in Some Houston Areas” 

March
Environmental Ethics Symposium with NAEP Vice President Jim Roberts
April

Legislative Update including the Texas Energy Commission
Also proposed for a later date was a discussion of the SWPPP inspections being conducted by the City of Houston and Harris County.  Winners of the 2005 Texas Envirothon will be invited to the May meeting. 
11. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

New board members agreed to have their e-mail addresses posted on the web site.  All board members’ company names will be linked to the appropriate web sites.  

Lee Garrett suggested that board members’ visibility be increased by posting their photographs on the Board Members page.  Members may forward their digital photographs to Valori Ranson or photos will be taken at the January 20 meeting.  Special meeting nametags for the board members will also be developed.
Each board member was asked to bring a wish list for the web site to the next meeting.  Issues mentioned included:

· Professional makeover of the website

· Adding the capability for nonmembers to pay dues and meeting fees online
· Receipts automatically mailed to anyone who pays for dues or meetings online
· Renewal reminders automatically e-mailed 60 and 30 days before due
12. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Joyce Kristiansson explained the scholarships program for the benefit of the new board members.  TAEP has an endowment in perpetuity at the University of Houston Clear Lake, which was established by a $6,000.00 donation that was matched by another sponsor.  We also give $1,000.00 scholarships annually to four institutions.  For 2005, the universities are Texas A&M Galveston, University of Houston Main Campus, Texas Southern University, and Stephen F. Austin.  These institutions administer the funds themselves.
Since TAEP has in the past given donations to certain high schools, Joyce Kristiansson requested a donation of $500.00 for Friends of Huggins, an organization of Huggins Elementary School.  The money is to be used for an ecological area that is under construction.  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to proceed with this donation.  TAEP will request photographs of the completed project for posting on our web site.

The annual science and engineering fair is coming up in March.  TAEP has provided judges, special awards, and donations for the past several years.  Information has not yet arrived for the 2005 fair, but TAEP plans to promote it as usual and to recruit judges.
13. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Josh Garcia reported that we currently have 226 paid members, as opposed to less than 150 at this time last year.  Plans are underway to contact those who haven’t renewed for 2005.  Ralph Edwards, our new membership director, will brainstorm membership-improving ideas for presentation at the next meeting.  The 2005 board will also address the possibility of corporate memberships.
14. NEW BUSINESS

The possibility of making a donation for the tsunami victims was discussed and dismissed, the preference being that if philanthropic donations are to be considered they should be for specific local incidents.
A brief discussion of whether invoicing is available through PayPal was tabled until web site issues are addressed and closed.

A Regulatory Update Committee will be chaired by Ed Fiesinger.  Committee members will be recruited via the web site and at meetings.  This committee will be charged with reviewing proposed and new legislation, making brief presentations at the general meetings, and providing information for posting on the web site.

George Freda announced that the Texas Envirothon competition will take place on April 10 and 11, and requested that TAEP’s donation be made in a timely fashion this year.  He moved that we donated $2,000.00 to the Texas Envirothon organization, instead of to an individual school.  The motion was tabled until a scholarships budget is presented at the next board meeting.  The Envirothon web site has had some problems but should now be available at http://eih.uh.edu/TexasEnvirothon/.

It was reported that three of ten local CEPs are on the TAEP Board of Directors, and discussion followed about whether to promote the CEP registration process for TAEP members.  The goal is to promote credibility for environmental professionals.  Richard McGucken will obtain CEP literature for presentation at the next meeting along with materials to promote membership in TAEP and NAEP.
Future Board of Directors meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m. prior to the general meetings on the third Thursday of each month.

15. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

