Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

February 17, 2005

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. on 17 February, 2005, at Brady’s Landing.  In attendance were Ed Fiesinger, George Freda, Josh Garcia, Lee Garrett, Joyce Kristiansson, and Valori Ranson.  

Apologies for absence were received from Ralph Edwards, Richard McGucken, and Kim McLean.

2. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 January 2005 were approved as a correct record.

3. OLD BUSINESS

The following 2005 officers were elected on 13 January 2005:

President

Lee Garrett

Vice President

Kim McLean

Secretary

Josh Garcia

Treasurer

Ed Fiesinger

The following program chairs were elected on 13 January 2005:

Programs

Richard McGucken


Communications
Valori Ranson


Scholarships

Joyce Kristiansson


Membership

Ralph Edwards

NAEP Representative
George Freda

The Board agreed that the Regulatory Update Committee, chaired by Ed Fiesinger, will make brief presentations during the general meetings and provide information for posting of the web site.

The Board agreed that Richard McGucken will obtain CEP literature for presentation at the March meeting.

The Board decided that future Board of Directors Meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m. prior to the general meetings on the third Thursday of each month.

The Board decided by electronic vote that student members will be given a discount rate of $15 for general lunch meetings.

4. TREASURER’S REPORT

Ed Fiesinger stated that the current account balance was recorded as $14,570.01.

5. NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

George Freda announced that in the Fall, the Rocky Mountains, Denver Chapter will host a training session similar to the NAEP training in Alexandria, Virginia.

George Freda announced that the California Chapter will be voting next month and will finalize the chapter creation in April.

George Freda stated that NAEP is working on the Trade Marking of “EP” Environmental Professional. 

6. PROGRAMS REPORT

The Programs Director was absent.  The following programs were previously proposed:

March
Environmental Ethics Symposium with NAEP Vice President Jim Roberts

April

Houston Area Air Quality by Michael Honeycutt of the TCEQ.

7. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

Valori Ranson explained that her daughter provided constructive criticism of our web site as part of a school assignment.  Valori Ranson’s daughter also created portions of our site’s home page correcting the display of the web page.  The Board was concerned that our current web site is not meeting the organization’s needs and after a full discussion, the Board agreed that a professional makeover of the website is necessary.  The board decided that the organization would pay Valori Ranson’s daughter for any assistance and services she provides at the current rate for those services.

8. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

TAEP has an endowment in perpetuity at the University of Houston Clear Lake, which was established by a $6,000.00 donation that was matched by another sponsor.  TAEP also gives a $1,000.00 annual scholarship donation to four institutions; Texas A&M Galveston, University of Houston Main Campus, Texas Southern University, and Stephen F. Austin.  However, after a full discussion, the Board decided that for 2005 the University of Houston Clear Lake will also receive a $1,000.00 scholarship donation to help current students who may not benefit from future endowment assistance.  In addition, the Board resolved that a $1,000.00 scholarship donation will be awarded to Rice University’s graduate program.

Joyce Kristiansson explained that after much endeavor, TSU has finally responded with an interest in being included in our list of scholarship donation recipients.  TSU will provide documentation for Board review prior to approval.

The annual science and engineering fair is coming up in March 18, 2005.  TAEP has provided judges, special awards, and donations for the past several years.  The Board agreed to donate $1,000.00 to the Science and Engineering Fair of Houston.

The Scholarship Budget totaled $9,500.00 and it includes a $2,000 donation to the Texas Envirothon and a $500.00 donation to Friends of Huggins, which were previously approved by the Board.  With a motion, the Scholarship Budget was approved as is from the committee.

9. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

The Membership Director was absent.  No report was given.  

10. NEW BUSINESS

The Board President expressed that a committee is needed for developing criteria for selecting an Environmental Professional of the Year and a Young Environmental Professional of the Year.  After a full discussion, the Board agreed that this committee should have at least four members, two board members and two general members.  The Board decided to form this committee after volunteers are identified.

The Board President highlighted that KAP Technologies donated the commemorative plaque that was requested for presentation to, and in appreciation for the service of, the former board president.  The Board agreed to award KAP Technologies with a free meal during a general meeting and a complementary annual membership.

The Board agreed to create a Young Environmental Professionals Group for members 35 years of age and younger.  Josh Garcia agreed to organize the group.

The Board agreed to postpone the Ethics Seminar scheduled for March to a later date, probably in May.  The Board President stated that Tracy Hester will inquire about CU and CLE applicability for the seminar.

The Board decided that the invitation from Spring ISD for TAEP to participate in their career fair on Friday March 4th would be declined based on the lack of ample time to prepare and the inability to staff the booth.

11. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:26 a.m.

