Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

February 28, 2008
1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chris McCarthy at 11:00 a.m. on the 28th of February, 2008, by telephone conference call. Board members in attendance were as follows:

	Name
	Position
	Yes
	No

	Chris McCarthy
	President
	X
	

	Shannon Tyrell
	Vice President
	X
	

	Harry Heinlein
	Secretary
	
	X

	Ed Fiesinger
	Treasurer
	X
	

	Bud Johnson
	Programs Director
	X
	

	Valori Ranson
	Communications Director
	X
	

	Connie Thompson
	Co-Communications 
	X
	

	Kathleen Garland
	Membership Director
	X
	

	Jim Dobberstine
	Scholarships and Education
	X
	


2. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

As of a 2/11/2008 e-mail from Harry, the January minutes were still in draft.  Approval was tabled until the March board meeting. 
3. TREASURER’S REPORT

Ed is still calculating February numbers in the wake of the conference.  Complete financials will be available for the March board meeting. 
4. VP/NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

1. Shannon attended the New Orleans meeting of the NAEP board, where there were extensive discussions of the upcoming NAEP conference, and of NAEP financials.  Chapter representation provides automatic membership on the NAEP Board, but not in NAEP itself, so Shannon will have to join NAEP. Shannon presented information on our conference and on chapter activities in general. Attendance at at least one more meeting will be needed for the Board to determine whether having representation at these meetings is valuable to us. Attendance at NAEP Board retreats appears highly valuable. 
2. Upcoming NAEP board meetings will take place quarterly.  The next meeting will be March 29 from 8AM-4PM at the Omni Hotel in San Diego, directly following the NAEP Conference.  Shannon is unable to attend the conference itself, but can fly out Friday-Sunday in order to attend the board meeting. Kathy will check schedules to determine if she can attend the conference as well as the board meeting. We do not yet know if attendance will be complementary in reciprocation for NAEP attendance at our conference. Shannon will follow up with NAEP on her earlier inquiry about a fee waiver. 
5. PROGRAMS REPORT
1. All 2008 meetings will take place on the third Thursday, as we are the hosts of the July join regulatory update, and are responsible for scheduling the speaker. Donna Phillips (TCEQ) has provided this update successfully in past years.
2. Several topics and speakers were recommended for future programs, including:
a. Galveston ACOE

b. Homeland Security

c. NEPA—for April if possible—speaker from the State AG’s Office.  Kathy will follow up on previous information and schedule if possible.
d. EMS—Bud will follow up on an e-mail from Dave Meenu (meenudave@gmail.com ) offering to make a presentation on EMS in Hospitals.  He needs to clarify what EMS stands for in this context, and schedule if appropriate.
e. Vapor Intrusion: 
f. offered to present on the legal definitions and current litigation. Latosha T. Lewis Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400, Houston, Texas 77002

(713) 276-5022 (713) 276-6022 (direct fax)  llewis@gardere.com www.gardere.com
g. Sustainability—Speaker on Green Buildings got excellent reviews at the conference. Company is called “Momentum.” Bud also belongs to the Houston Green Building Assoc. 

h. Upcoming deadlines on new regulations on gas emissions from storage tanks—Kathy will forward info originally provided by Connie

3. Speaker gifts or certificates were discussed. The Board agreed that they do not appear necessary at this time.

6. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

1. Valori and Connie have not yet met to transfer information. Connie has been looking at E-mail Brain information.
7. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

1. Jim is preparing the scholarship availability letter.

2. Budget will be set depending on the proceeds from the conference. The Board anticipates an increase.
3. The Board was in favor of contacting TAMU Main Campus, and considering community colleges with environmental programs.

4. The conference fee was waived for students in exchange for “free” labor during the sessions.  The Board favors creating scholarships for student conference registration and/or travel.
5. Proceedings are available to distribute to students and other interested parties.

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

1. Report is attached.   We received70 new members and 32 renewals since January 16, 2008. The membership database is currently down for maintenance, but should be back up shortly. 
9. CONFERENCE CHAIR REPORT
1. Chris McCarthy reported 316 registrants for the conference.
2. Expansion to new venue had some challenges, but overall, conference was successful.  The committee will send out newsletters to attendees with links to certificates, a receipt, and conference evaluation forms.  Connie will recreate last year’s evaluation form. 
10. NEW BUSINESS

1. New Business was tabled until the March meeting due to time constraints. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
Attachments: Agenda; Membership Report

TAEP Membership Report

January 16, 2008-February 28, 2008
Presented by Kathleen Garland

Feb. 28, 2008 TAEP Board Mtg.

Transition from Shannon Tyrell to Kathleen Garland took place on January 16, 2008 at Shannon’s office.
Period Jan. 16-31: 31 new members, 18 renewals:  all info entered in membership database, and all members contacted.
Feb. 1-Feb. 28: 39 new members, 14 renewals; date of last entry: Feb. 6, 2008.  I created an error or errors in the database that have not yet been resolved. 

I do not currently have info on total membership, or total active membership, but will as soon as the database is restored and I can enter the current membership data
12. CALL TO ORDER

Attending – Ed had delegated his votes to Valori as he will be late. Shannon will not be attending. Harry will not be attending.

13. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· January 07, 2008

· January 17, 2008

Neither is currently posted
14. TREASURER’S REPORT – Ed is not available 

15. NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT  - meeting March 26-29, Shannon may not be able to attend

16. PROGRAMS REPORT

EMS

Vapor Intrusion

Sustainability/Green Building
New technologies
17. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

18. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Science and engineering fair of Houston?

New Scholarships with new schools

Assisting schools with Student Chapters - with student chapters it takes three key ingredients: a motivated student, a faculty members who recognizes the benefits, and a local professional to pull it all together.
19. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

20. CONFERENCE CHAIR REPORT

21. NEW BUSINESS

· Helping Austin start a chapter

· YEP report at the board meetings?

· YEP to host PG study groups

· Position description – are these finalized for posting on web and should they be?

· By-Laws

· 2008 Holiday Social  

· NAEP Budget Request

· NAEP Address Request

· NAEP Affiliate Membership

22. ADJOURNMENT
TAEP Membership Report

January 16, 2008-February 28, 2008

Presented by Kathleen Garland

Feb. 28, 2008 TAEP Board Mtg.

Transition from Shannon Tyrell to Kathleen Garland took place on January 16, 2008 at Shannon’s office.

Period Jan. 16-31: 31 new members, 18 renewals:  all info entered in membership database, and all members contacted

Feb. 1-Feb. 28: 39 new members, 14 renewals; date of last entry: Feb. 6, 2008.  I created an error or errors in the database that have not yet been resolved. 

I do not currently have info on total membership, or total active membership, but will as soon as the database is restored and I can enter the current membership data. 

022808 Board Meeting Minutes
Page 3 of 6

