


THE SAN JACINTO RIVER
WASTE PITS SUPERFUND SITE

By: Jackie Young
Executive Director
Texas Health and Environment Alliance



Our Mission: To protect water resources, public health, and Galveston-'é from
the harmful effects of toxic waste.
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LETS GO BACK IN TIME













Galveston Bay Estuary (Map 1) - Houston Ship Channel, San Jacinto River, and Upper Galveston Bay
Chambers and Harris Counties
ADV-49 and ADV-50 Issued June 26, 2013 Rescinding ADV-3, ADV-20, and ADV-35
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Dioxins, organochlorine

All species of fish and blue crab DO NOT EAT 1
pesticides, and PCBs P 1meal/month

I species of catfish, s
Dioxins and PCBs AN S0ecies it cHfiehy, sported DO NOT EAT 1 meal/month
seatrout, and blue crab
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Selected Census Tracts (2000) For East Harris County

Original Map Source: TX DSHS “Assessment of the Occurrence of Cancer. East Harris County
Overlay: Jackie Young June 19", 2015

All Ages

Cancer Type

Female
Breast

Male Breast

Kidney

Leukemia
Liver

Lymphoma

Myeloma

(1.15, 3.07)*
(1.08, 2.57)*
(1.01, 3.86)*

(1.01, 1.60)*
(1.02, 1.61)*
(1.03, 2.11)*

(1.05, 14.85)*

(1.24, 3.22)*
(1.93, 9.91)*
(1.05, 4.80)*
(1.07, 3.45)*
(1.27, 9.13)*

(1.07, 2.18)*
(1.11, 2.75)*

(1.02, 3.27)*
(1.22, 3.91)*

(1.05, 2.29)*

(1.00,4.17)*

* Indicated Observed Number of Cancer Cases is Statistically Significantly Higher than expected




The Superfund Process

Preliminary
Assessment and
Site Inspection

Site Evaluation NPL Listing

(ROD) and
Responsiveness

Remedy Selection

Remedial
Design (RD)

NPL
Remedial Operation and Deletion
Action (RA) Maintentance

* Hazard Ranking Systcm







Notable Damage to cap:
December 2015
Hurricane Harvey

June 2018

EPA & Others Estimate the
Waste Would Not Degrade
in Toxicity for 750+years
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Shallow sample from damaged cap.
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Category 5

Category 4

B Category 3
A Flood Risk Assessment by Dr. Sam Brody

B Superfund Site
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HURRICANE HARVEY

San Jacinto
River
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OCTOBER 2017 EPA VISITS
WITH STAKEHOLDERS

» 70,000 ppt dioxin found in
samples taken from EPA dive
team following Hurricane
Harvey

» Over 6,500 ft? of the cap
eroded

» Over 20,000 ft? of
surrounding riverbed eroded

» Stability of site undermined
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Record of Decision (ROD) — What'’s the Plan?

e Removal of 212,000 cubic yards of contaminated
NEIEE]

* |solating the Pits with a cofferdam

e Dewater the Site

e Excavate the contaminated material

* Dispose of material at a permitted,
permanent, & stable facility

* Estimated price: $115 million






The Superfund Process

Preliminary
Assessment and
Site Inspection

DESIGN PHASE

EPA COORDINATING WITH
ARMY CORPS FROM

Record of Decision
(ROD) and

DIFFERENT REGIONS

Summary

-PA CLEAN WATER
DIVISION

EPA CONTRACTORS
RP CONTRACTORS

Remedial
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" San Jacinto River Waste Pits RD 876 days Wed4f11/18 wWed 9/2/20

®  First Phase Pre-Design Investigation (PDI) 182 days Frib/f8/18 Fri12/7/18

Final Work Plan Subitted 0 days Fri 8/24/18 Frig/24/18
Agency Approval of Work Plan 15 days Sat 8/25/18 Sat 9/8/18

Conduct Field Wark for First Phase PDI 20 days Sun 9/9/18 Fri12/7/18

" Remedial Design Work Plan (RDWP) 135 days Sat9/8/18 Mon 1/21/19




What’s Next?

If good faith offer accepted, it will be embodied in a Consent
Decree for Remedial Design/Remedial Action (Consent Decree)

Lodged in Federal Court

Meanwhile---Upon completion of the final engineering design, the
lead agency must issue a fact sheet and provide a public briefing,

as appropriate, prior to beginning remedial action.
NCP 40 CFR 300.435(c)(3)
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Donald J. Trump @

| have accepted the resignation of Scott
Pruitt as the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency. Within
the Agency Scott has done an
outstanding job, and | will always be
thankful to him for this. The Senate
confirmed Deputy at EPA, Andrew
Wheeler, will...

12:37 PM - 5 Jul 2018

15,175 Retweets 65,217 Likes (@ 3 TN ) 0 1@. e e pj

Q 2k 11 15K ) 65K

Donald J. Trump @ @realDonaldTrump - Jul 5
..on Monday assume ¢ as the acting Administrator of the EPA. | have no
with our great and lasting EF enda. We
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Questions?

Contact: Jackie Young
[young@txhea.org
281-315-5242
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