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We ARE:
❖501.c.3 Non-Profit

We use:
❖Education
❖Science 
❖Media Exposure

We work with:
❖Drinking Water Quality
❖Toxic Waste

Our Mission: To protect water resources, public health, and Galveston Bay from 
the harmful effects of toxic waste. 







LETS GO BACK IN TIME



The Waste Pits During Creation in 1965





WASTE PITS IN 2005











Notable Damage to cap: 
December 2015
Hurricane Harvey
June 2018

EPA & Others Estimate the 
Waste Would Not Degrade 
in Toxicity for 750+years



A Flood Risk Assessment by Dr. Sam Brody



Located in tidally influenced waterway
Dioxin and PCB contamination

Fish Consumption Advisory

EPA REQUIRED REMOVAL OF ALL 7 SITES

7 Similar Superfund Sites Across the Nation



HURRICANE HARVEY







ADMINISTRATOR PRUITT VISITS THE PITS



OCTOBER 2017 EPA VISITS 
WITH STAKEHOLDERS

➢70,000 ppt dioxin found in 
samples taken from EPA dive 
team following Hurricane 
Harvey

➢Over 6,500 ft² of the cap 
eroded

➢Over 20,000 ft²  of 
surrounding riverbed eroded

➢ Stability of site undermined





Administrator Pruitt Signed the 
Record of Decision on October 11, 2017



Record of Decision (ROD) – What’s the Plan?

• Removal of 212,000 cubic yards of contaminated 
material

• Isolating the Pits with a cofferdam 

• Dewater the Site

• Excavate the contaminated material 

• Dispose of material at a permitted, 
permanent, & stable facility

• Estimated price: $115 million





DESIGN PHASE

EPA COORDINATING WITH
ARMY CORPS FROM 
DIFFERENT REGIONS
EPA CLEAN WATER 
DIVISION
EPA CONTRACTORS
RP CONTRACTORS 





What’s Next?

If good faith offer accepted, it will be embodied in a Consent 
Decree for Remedial Design/Remedial Action (Consent Decree) 
Consent Decree needs approval from both the EPA and 
Department of Justice (DOJ)
Lodged in Federal Court

Meanwhile---Upon completion of the final engineering design, the 
lead agency must issue a fact sheet and provide a public briefing, 
as appropriate, prior to beginning remedial action. 
NCP 40 CFR 300.435(c)(3)





EPA ACTING 
ADMINISTRATOR 
ANDREW (ANDY) 

WHEELER



Questions?

Contact: Jackie Young
jyoung@txhea.org
281-315-5242

mailto:jyoung@txhea.org

