Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

November 26, 2007
1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Nicole Cass at 2:00 p.m. on the 26th of November, 2007, by telephone conference call. Board members in attendance were as follows:

	Name
	Position
	Yes
	No

	Nicole Cass
	President
	X
	

	Chris McCarthy
	Vice President
	X
	

	Bud Johnson
	Secretary
	X
	

	Ed Fiesinger
	Treasurer
	
	X


	Kathleen Garland
	Programs Director
	X
	

	Valori Ranson
	Communications Director
	
	X


	Connie Thompson
	Scholarships Director
	X
	

	Shannon Tyrell
	Membership Director
	
	X


	George Freda
	NAEP Representative
	X
	


2. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the October 2007 board meetings were approved.
3. TREASURER’S REPORT

1. The net income for the November luncheon meeting was one hundred and twenty dollars ($120.00).  While the meeting was very well attended the net income was reduced due to the number of students that attended and the invited scholarship winners and their sponsors.  The students paid a reduced fee for lunch and the scholarship winners and their sponsors attended the luncheon at no cost. 
4. NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

1. The NAEP issues – Affiliate Program, and New Orleans meeting – were discussed and are reported in Section’s 10.3,4&5. 
5. PROGRAMS REPORT
1. Kathy Garland reported that Mike Jackson will be the January speaker, February is the conference and there will be no separate luncheon, and the March speaker will be Carl Masterson.
2. Kathy asked for suggestions for future speakers.
6. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

1. Valori Ranson submitted a written communications report.
7. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

1. No new report, additional scholarships are still an open topic.

2. Dr. Fred Schlemmer of Texas A&M at Galveston was sent information by e-mail about student chapters.

3. The topic was introduced about potentially providing students with NAEP conference reimbursement.

4. The potential of waiving the conference fee for students in exchange for “free” labor was discussed with the decision being tabled until the January board meeting. 
8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

1. Shannon will send the membership report to the board members by e-mail.
9. CONFERENCE CHAIR REPORT
1. Chris McCarthy reported that there were thirty five (35) abstracts received and accepted for short presentations, there are four (4) hour long presentations accepted, and there are six (6) poster presentations.
2. Gil Long will conduct a session on Environmental Consulting 1.0.

3. Mona Hashir, TCEQ, will conduct a session on Title V permitting.

4. Lora Terrill, TCEQ, will conduct a session on TRPP data reporting.

5. A fifth panel discussion on TMDL is being considered.

6. At the next conference committee meeting the following will be discussed:

a. Session chairs from academia;

b. Contact Dr. Ken Farrish from SFA;

c. Tekla Taylor will report progress on the keynote speaker; and
d. Approaching the new TCEQ commissioner.

10. NEW BUSINESS

1. Position descriptions and the potential of posting the descriptions on the website will be tabled until the January meeting.
2. The December Holiday Social has been booked and paid for and Kathy is in need of volunteers for activities.
3. It was agreed that there were no budget issues with TAEP sending representatives to the NAEP meeting in New Orleans.  There was no decision on who would attend.

4. It was agreed to send NAEP the TAEP mailing list.
5. The issue of each TAEP member to also be an affiliate member of NAEP for an additional ten dollars ($10) in yearly dues was discussed.  For the fee the affiliate member would receive the NAEP newsletter but would not have voting rights, would not receive the journal, and would not be able to hold any NAEP office.  The idea of raising the TAEP membership fee by ten dollars ($10) and sending the money to NAEP was not well received in light of the need to increase the luncheon fee in January by five dollars ($5) per meeting ($55/year).  Suggestions were made that NAEP should send the newsletter to TAEP members by e-mail and allow TAEP to post the newsletter on the TAEP website as a marketing tool for no charge.  No decisions were made and the topic was tabled until the January board meeting.
6. Potential speakers for the April through November luncheon meetings were discussed
:
a. Chairman Garcia;

b. Dr. Brian Shaw;

c. Deb Lively, suggested topic is the TxDOT NEPA process;
d. Charles Eckleson, suggested topic NEPA;

e. Judge Emmitt;

f. Mayor Bill White;

g. Congressmen; and 

h. Senators.

7. The Texas Department of Health Services should be added to the regulatory list.
11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:01 p.m.
Attachment A – Handouts for Treasurer’s Report
Attachment B – Handouts for Communications Report

� Ed assigned his vote by proxy to George Freda


� Valori assigned her vote by proxy to Chris McCarthy


� Shannon assigned her vote by proxy to Chris McCarthy





�I don’t believe this was discussed at the Board meeting, I thought it was only in emails afterward?


�Can you please include information about their affiliation or topic
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