Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

January 12, 2006
1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 a.m. on January 12, 2006, at Brady’s Landing.  In attendance were Nicole Cass, Ed Fiesinger, George Freda, Josh Garcia, Lee Garrett, Chris McCarthy, Dick McGucken, Valori Ranson, and Shannon Tyrell.  Kim McLean was absent but had submitted his proxy to Valori Ranson.
President Lee Garrett thanked Josh Garcia for his dedicated service to the Board for the past three years.  New Board member Chris McCarthy and returning members Kim McLean and Shannon Tyrell were recognized.  

2. REVIEW OF 2005

Lee Garrett presented the following in review of 2005:
Achievements:

· Update web site

· Created Young Environmental Professionals Group

· Created Environmental Professional of the Year award

· Requested and received Proclamation from Mayor White’s office for Environmental Professionals Week

· Created avenue to secure Partners for TAEP to increase revenue

· Updated membership database

· Provided Professional Development credits

· Increased contribution to Science and Engineering Fair from $500 to $1000

· Created Regulatory Update Committee

· Promoted CEP program for environmental professionals

Discussed:

· Creation of online membership certificate for benefit of general members

· Creation of TAEP Special Project that might be administered by Young Environmental Professionals

· Contribution to NAEP

· Evaluation of election rules to accommodate online voting

· Conducting online survey to evaluate benefits and potential obstacles to membership and meeting attendance

· Leadership training

· Golf tournament to generate revenues and create interest

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The following slate of officers for 2006 was nominated and confirmed:
President


Lee Garrett

Vice President


Kim McLean

Secretary


Chris McCarthy

Treasurer


Ed Fiesinger

Programs Director

Dick McGucken

Communications Director
Valori Ranson

Scholarships Director

Nicole Cass

Membership Director

Shannon Tyrell

NAEP Representative

George Freda

4. READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

No Board meeting was held in November 2005 because of lack of a quorum, therefore no minutes were presented.
5. OLD BUSINESS

No old business was presented other than the review of 2005.
6. TREASURER’S REPORT

Ed Fiesinger stated that the January 1, 2005, account balance was $13,578.37 and the December 31, 2005, account balance was $16,047.53.  The net gain for 2005 was $2,469.16.
7. NAEP REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

George Freda stated that his annual report to NAEP will include the aforementioned achievements for 2005 as well as the treasurer’s report.  He reported that he had forwarded Mayor White’s Proclamation of Environmental Professionals Week to NAEP and that it will be posted on their web site.  He also forwarded the chapter newsletter to NAEP.
The next NAEP Board meeting will be held in Raleigh, North Carolina, on January 20 and 21, when amendments to the bylaws will be presented for vote.  

8. PROGRAMS REPORT

The following programs are scheduled:

January 19
Kathleen Hartnett White, Chair, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
February 16
Jeff Moseley, President of the Greater Houston Partnership
Lee Garrett will invite Mayor White to present the proclamation of Professional Environmental Week at the January meeting.  Valori Ranson will attempt to get coverage for the meeting from the Houston Chronicle.

Suggested topics for future meetings included:

· Envision Houston

· Conservation topics (perhaps Bob Stokes of Galveston Bay Foundation, Helen Thomas of Galveston Bay Estuary Program, speaker from Beneficial Uses Group)

· More diverse regulatory topics instead of concentrating on air

· Texas Department of Transportation overview of Houston area projects

· Dina Cappiello’s new environmental series in the Houston Chronicle

· Update from the new environmental manager at the Port of Houston Authority

· Engines of Our Ingenuity – John Lienhard

Since TAEP has the lead for the July joint meeting with AWMA, it was suggested that we secure higher level TCEQ speakers.  Dick McGucken will attempt to obtain commitments from TCEQ no later than March so the joint meeting can be well publicized.
9. COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

Valori Ranson presented statistics from StatCounter.com showing usage of the web site in 2005 and year-to-date 2006.  She also presented the usage statistics for the newsletter that we are generating using emailbrain.com.
10. SCHOLARSHIP REPORT

Nicole Cass reported that scholarship applications are due by January 31, 2006, and that the market value of the University of Houston Clear Lake endowment was $12,442 for fiscal year 2005.  

Three student scholarships in the amount of $1000 each will be awarded in March to selected students from University of Houston Main Campus, Texas A&M Galveston, and Stephen F. Austin University.  The Board voted to increase the frequency of the student awards to twice a year (March and October).

The following scholarships and contributions were approved for 2006:
UHCL Endowment

$3000

Student Scholarships

$6000

Texas Envirothon

$1000

Science Fair


$1000 plus up to $250 for special awards
11. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Shannon Tyrell reported that the membership database contains about 200 paid members.  There are 25 new members and about 75 expired memberships.
The membership director would like to have the ability to track member histories within the membership database, an option that is not currently available.  A quote will be obtained from Phil Greenwood, the database programmer, to add this feature.

12. NEW BUSINESS

The Board decided that it would be appropriate to present a gift of appreciation to departing Board members.  Lee Garrett will procure an appropriate item for Josh Garcia.
The Board also decided that it would be appropriate to present a token of appreciation to meeting speakers.  A business card holder with the logo will be considered after design and pricing information is obtained by Valori Ranson.
The Board discussed the possibility of sponsoring a seminar in which local environmental professionals could present technical papers on projects in which they have been involved.  Valori Ranson will develop a preliminary list of tasks associated with producing a seminar.

13. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

