Texas Association of Environmental Professionals

Board of Directors Meeting

May 19, 2005

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:30am on 19 May, 2005 at Brady’s Landing.  In attendance were Nicole Cass, Ed Fiesinger, Lee Garrett, Richard McGucken, and Kim McLean.  

Apologies for absences were received from Shannon Tyrell, Josh Garcia, George Freda and Valori Ranson.  Shannon Tyrell and George Freda left their proxies with Lee Garrett and Valori Ranson left her proxy with Kim McLean.

2. Approval of Last Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held 21 April 2005 were approved as a correct record.

3. Old Business

During the April Board of Directors Meeting, the Board agreed to pay for the web page services provided.  Improvements to the website are to begin soon, with the option for non members to use PayPal already in place.  

The Board of Directors received an update for the YEP program from Josh Garcia, Shannon Tyrell, and Nicole Cass that attended the meeting.

The Board approved the idea of sponsorship for the meetings and the web page.  The terms of the sponsorship will be developed and made available by the June board meeting.

4. Treasurer’s Report

Ed Fiesinger stated that the account balance at the end of April was recorded as $13,364.04.  Scholarships in the amount of approximately $4000 were expended by the Board.  The April meeting resulted in a net gain of $690.

Nine people paid membership dues in April.  Four people have paid membership dues during May.

5. Director’s Report

George Freda was not present to provide a report.

6. Programs Report

Richard McGlucken updated the Board that Larry Nettles of Vinson and Elkins would be presenting at the May meeting.

The June program will be the Executive Director of the Grand Parkway Project.

The July program will be a joint meeting with the AWMA and consist of a regulatory review provided by TCEQ staff.

The following programs were suggested:


Clean Texas, Cleaner World


Texas Water Development Board

7. Communications Report

Valori Ranson was not present to provide a report.

8. Scholarship Report

Nicole Cass updated the Board regarding several thank you letters received for support of Envirothon and academic scholarships.  She will be meeting with Joyce Kristiansson to transition the remaining scholarship information in June.

9. Membership Report

Lee Garrett presented information on behalf of Shannon Tyrell.  TAEP membership is at 147 members at the end of April, with approximately 10 new members in May.  Lee Garrett has requested that all old members that are inactive be contacted and removed if they are no longer interest or not in the area.  The removed members will be kept on the non-member email list to ensure continued notification.

10. New Business

The Board requested a quote from Brittany Black for services to create a YEP link on the TAEP web page.

Ed Fiesinger provided information on the regulatory update to be discussed at the TAEP general meeting, including Compliance History and TERP Reauthorization.  The TAEP website should include a copy of the most recent Vinson and Elkins Regulatory Update.  Ed Fiesinger will work with Valori Ranson to ensure she has all necessary information to update the website.  The Board agreed to evaluate other law firms to determine if additional information regarding regulatory updates should be included in the future on the website.

The Board agreed to post a membership certificate in pdf format on the website.  Lee Garrett will take the lead on the development of the certificate.

The Board will begin providing Continuing Education Credit certificates for each meeting for members that require documentation of meetings attended.

The Board President suggested that the YEP group consider working on a Special Project such as those listed under the environmental projects link on the TCEQ website.  One suggestion is to work with a school to develop a wetland or other habitat area.

The Board President met with the North Texas Association of Environmental Professionals President regarding similarities and differences between the groups.  The Board President proposed working together to sponsor a state wide environmental professional conference in a central location that would be open to TAEP members and non-members. 

The Board held a discussion of the benefits of membership in TAEP such as networking, reduced fees for TCEQ Trade Fair, access to the membership directory, etc as a means of determining ways to increase membership.

The Board brainstormed ideas to increase membership including: word of mouth communication, creation of an electronic flyer, booths at trade shows, direct calling of environmental firms and departments.  It was offered that once the EPA finalizes the definition of Certified Environmental Professional (CEP) and the requirements for CEP it may increase membership.

A proposal was made to contribute funds to the National Environmental Association of Professionals, no decision was made.

The creation and distribution of a newsletter was proposed, but determined that the website is sufficient for knowledge exchange.

Action Items:

Develop partnership agreement language

Develop criteria for the Young Environmental Professional and Environmental Professional of the Year awards

Establish a committee to handle the YEP and EP of the Year program

Meet with the Mayor of Houston to designate an Environmental Professional Day or Week

11. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 am.

